Willow Brook Natural Horsemanship Center
April 2007 Newsletter

Dear Friends of Willow Brook,

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We're looking forward to seeing you at our events in 2007.
Check our website - www.WillowBrookDev.com  for the
schedule of Natural Horsemanship clinics including Parelli
clinics taught by some of the best licensed Parelli instructors
for all levels of ability.

Check out the Northeast Stock Horse Show Association
events and the Peter Fuller Cow Working clinics.

Please see our new-for-2007 application online for
signups.

PA HORSE EXPO A SUCCESS

Willow Brook had the nicest booth at the Expo. Thanks to 22
of our volunteers, we had plenty of coverage to hand out our
promotional information. We were directly across from the
Parelli booth which created some synergy between both
organizations. We referred tons of people their way and then
people realized our Natural Horsemanship Center was a
place they could go to get support and help from like-minded
people. Thanks to all our volunteers.

Photo courtesy of Linda Swyderski
Volunteers at Willow Brook’s booth (L to R): Max Koxholt, Ashley Mack,
Susanne Koxholt, Jason Zulli, Maddrey Baker and Chris Cook. Volunteers
not pictured: Jan Cook, RJ Cook, Sharon Ehler, Rikki Goetz, Andee Heffler,
Whip Hussmann, Kim Kindred, Kathy Klusarits, Tom Klusarits, Charity
Paashaus, Ben Parto, Jo Parto, Lori Peacock, Anne Rathbun, Linda
Swyderski, Jan Thomas, Angie Wagner

WILLOW BROOK DVD AND BROCHURE
Jason Zulli created, filmed and completed the DVD and
brochure in time for the Horse Expo in February. He did a
fantastic job. They do real justice to what Willow Brook is all
about, “Natural”. The video will hopefully be featured on our
website as well.

ACCOMMODATIONS ARE ALMOST READY

The Bunkhouse underwent a major renovation which will be
completed this month. It will accommodate up to six people
— four single rooms with twin beds and one suite with a
double bed. There are two bathrooms, each with hallway
access; the suite bathroom also has access from the suite.
The Apartment used last Fall can handle as many as five
people — two singles, one double and a fold out sofa with 1.5
baths, it's ideal for a family or gang of friends. All housing
will be available by April. People must bring their own
sheets, pillows and towels . Accommodation price is $40
per night and $65 per night for a couple.

HORSES AND GOLF DO MIX FOR SPOUSES
Don't leave your golfing spouse behind when you attend a
Natural Horsemanship clinic at Willow Brook. Your spouse
can play a round of golf every day at Willowbrook Golf Club,
just a stone’s throw away from the horse facilities, while the
other half is communing with their horse. Stay at our quaint
accommodations on premises together and then do your
thing! The golf package is discounted to promote this
concept. (Normally golf costs $32 weekdays and $42
weekends with a golf cart. A discounted price of $21
weekdays and $31 weekends will be given to couples opting
for this package if one of the spouses is in the clinic.)

PETER FULLER PROBLEM SOLVING CLINIC
The eight participants and horses in the Problem Solving
Clinic learned so much! Unconfident horses and people
completed the clinic with smiles.
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WILLOW BROOK ON ST. CROIX, USVI

WHO ME RELAX ON VACATION?
Two starving ex-racehorses, left to languish and die in a
vacant lot, were rescued with the help of Peter Fuller in
February. Thanks to the observation and perseverance of
Jami Janes, a visiting tourist, who spotted the horses and set
up the rescue by getting the owner to sign over the
emaciated creatures, we were able to obtain and rescue
them. Jami called Peter for help when he was on island
performing a clinic for the East End St. Croix Pony Club.
Peter, Jami, Cherilyn Wright and her daughter, Katherine,
one of Peter's students, and Peter’'s wife, Joan, assisted in
the rescue effort. One horse had to be pushed one step at a
time for a half hour to go 50 feet to the trailer. Trailer loading
Parelli-style went well! They were transported to the St.
Croix Department of Agriculture to the quarantine pens,
where they received further care.
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Ironically next door to these pens was a racehorse farm.
The owner could not trailer load a difficult defensive,
beautiful black stallion, which Peter offered to load in
exchange for caring for the ravaged horses. (Peter got the
stallion in the trailer most of the way after hours of rearing,
kicking, biting and intensity, but the owner was happy with
the progress.)

ST. CROIX RESCUE (CONTINUED)

Even with the efforts of all concerned to feed and care for
them and help from the racehorse farm, one of the horses
named “Concord Grey” died the day Peter left the island. He
was the winning-est horse on the island apparently. Up to
the last minute he tried to survive. His eyes were so kind!
The other one, “Cat's Eye” (out of “Storm Cat”) was being
sent to the racehorse rescue operation on St. Thomas called
VICCTRE.

It's so pitiful and horrific that when these horses are no
longer useful to these predatory owners, they are discarded
like trash. We would have liked to have prosecuted the
owner, but Jamie negotiated taking possession of the horses
in return for not making an incident over the situation. What
a sad commentary.

Thanks to all concerned in the rescue effort especially Jamie
James, Cherilyn Wright and Katherine Wright. Look at
Katherine below. She has her Parelli Level 1 officially and is
almost finished with Level 2. Peter gave her a few pointers
and she’ll be working on her Level 3 lessons soon.
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PARELLIS VISIT WILLOW BROOK WHILE ON TOUR
It was great to see Pat and Linda and old friends who were
staffing the Harrisburg Tour Stop.

Photos courtesy of Willow Brook Farms

That's all for now! May the horse be with you!



