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Dear Friends of Willow Brook, 
 

Willow Brook Natural Horsemanship Center had a great year 
in 2008! 

WILLOW BROOK SERIES 
 
Peter Fuller Cow Working and Problem Solving Clinic s – 
the four Cow Working clinics taught by Peter were open to 
riders of all levels, from beginner to advanced.  People had 
so much fun at them and learned Horsemanship first, Cow-
ology (Cow Psychology) second and Sportsmanship (an 
orientation towards a particular discipline, like cutting, one 
wishes to pursue).  Participants tracked, turned and pushed 
cattle, riding all different breeds of horses from 
Thoroughbreds and Warmbloods to Quarter Horses.  Cows 
and people enjoyed negotiating games and puzzles, figuring 
out the answers together. 
 
Problem solving is the essence of Horsemanship: finding out 
what a horse may be thinking and feeling.  Human and 
equine participants in Peter’s Problem Solving Clinic learned 
skills to better communicate with each other.  Ground play 
occurred first, learning where and how the horse’s feet could 
and would be moved, which transferred to sound riding, feel, 
rhythm, and timing, for unity between horse and rider. 
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Martin Black teaches the true use of psychology on horses, 
to assist the horse in seeking relief, as he says, “going from 
the hot sun to the cool shade”, finding the correct answer of 
what the human desires.  Seven lucky people got to 
understand this unique approach in his Horsemanship 
classes.  In his Cow Working clinic, participants learned “A-
Pen” defensive work, teaching horses to get off (or “fall off”) 
cattle that are pushing on them, or offensive work tracking 
them and influencing their direction.  They learned about 
balance point (directional change of cattle) and flight zone 
(energy and distance at which a cow is influenced to move), 
and how these concepts work together.  We look forward to 
Martin’s 4-Day Ranch Versatility Clinic in 2009. 
 

 
WILLOW BROOK SERIES (Continued) 
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Jack is Back - Jack Brainard: “87” years old, longtime 
professional horseman, reining instructor, trainer, still loves 
to learn.  He passed on some new things he learned from 
Eitan Beth-Halachmy, the 4-time National Morgan Horse 
Champion who does “Cowboy Dressage”.  People who 
attended were able to infuse a much higher level of 
horsemanship into their program and are thrilled he’ll be 
back next Fall. 
 



PARELLI SERIES  
 
Christi Rains , 3-Star Certified Parelli instructor completed 
her second year of teaching wonderful Level 1 and Intro to 
Level 2 clinics.  There is such a need to teach and support 
Level 1 folks, and it was great to have someone as patient as 
Christi.  
 
Nita Jo Rush , Level 3 instructor, helped Level 2 folks move 
upward in their competence in her Level 2 and Intro to Level 
3 clinics.  She’ll be staying around home more next year and 
Christi Rains will teach these higher level clinic in 2009: 
Level 2 (Jun 5th and 6th); Level 2 Advanced / Intro to Level 3 
(Jun 7th and 8th). 
 
Jesse Peters , Level 2 certified Parelli instructor fresh from 
the faculty of the Parelli International Study Center in 
Colorado, will be doing the Level 1 clinics next year.  He will 
be doing three clinics total:  Level 1 (May 8th and 9th); Level 1 
Advanced (May 10th and 11th); Level 1 (May 12th and 13th). 
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Dave Ellis was a smashing success.  The first day of the 
clinic people had nearly filled his clinic for next year on the 
signup sheet.  Twenty people participated in four days of 
excellent teaching on principle to purpose in Level 2 and 3 
horsemanship, doing everything from drill team riding, to cow 
work.  Next year, to accommodate everyone, there will be 
two 4-day clinics. 

STAY AND PLAY 
 
We added a new program called “Stay and Play” this year, 
limited to ten people who brought their horses and stayed for 
five days, received individual and group instruction, their 
lodging and most of their meals.  Instruction was provided by 
Peter Fuller and his apprentices, Jason Zulli, Charity 
Paashaus and Chris Cook (who runs The Willow Brook 
Natural Horsemanship Center Foundation and Development 
Program).  People learned a lot, had fun, swam their horses 
in the pond on the hot summer days, worked cows, and 
worked on learning new maneuvers, including lead charges. 
 

NORTHEAST STOCK HORSE ASSOCIATION 
(NSHA) 

www.northeaststockhorseassociation.net 
 
If you like to compete in reining and cow work, “extreme 
cowboy” trail classes, or a ranch rodeo with four fun events 
involving cattle and relay races, then you’ll want to 
participate in NSHA.  The NSHA sponsored three clinics this 
year at Willow Brook:  a seminar with the famed Les Vogt; 
one with Harry Hurd, who judged and reviewed people’s 
competitive runs and went over how to gain or lose points in 
showing; and the last was a Reined Cow Horse Seminar with 
World’s Champion Sandy Collier.  Five shows this year 
included open classes and beginner or green rider and horse 
classes.  There was something for everyone.  The shows are 
put on in a very unintimidating fashion with a learning and 
supportive atmosphere.  Consider participating in next year’s 
events, including the very exciting Ranch Rodeo series. 
 

ATLANTIC REINED COW HORSE ASSOCIATION 
(ARCHA) 

www.atlanticrcha.com 
 
For those looking for a chance to qualify to go onto national 
shows, the Atlantic Reined Cow Horse Association 
(ARCHA)  offered some great higher level reined cow horse 
events, but also  offered classes for novice riders, as well as 
practice classes. 
 
Buck Brannaman will be doing his clinic at Willow Brook in 
2010. 
 
Please check our website www.willowbrookdev.com  for our 
2009 calendar of upcoming events. 
 
That’s all for now!  Happy Holidays and may the horse be 
with you! 
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